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known him as a musician because, while he played chiefly in America,
our life had been lived abroad and we had therefore always missed
his concerts. Paderewski got up to reply, with the tears as usual
coursing down his cheeks in emotion at my little tribute; he called
his wife over and said to her : " The very next evening when we
are free we are going to invite Mr. and Mrs. Grew to spend
the evening with us alone and I shall play for them all the
evening ! "
That was a wonderful thought and I'm sure he meant it at the
time. But soon afterwards I was transferred to Washington as Under
Secretary of State and had to leave before the promised evening
at Morges materialized. Then our eldest daughter, Edith, died,
and Alice, after closing the house in Berne, sailed for home with
the other girls—a sorrowful voyage. The night before their arrival
I went down to New York and, seeing in the paper that Paderewski
had also arrived and was giving a recital in Carnegie Hall that
evening, I took a single seat. At the end of the recital I moved up
under the piano just as the couple in the film Moonlight Sonata did,
to hear the encores. Paderewski saw me there; he must have
known of our bereavement; perhaps he remembered his promise.
At any rate he played encores for the better part of an hour—and
he played them to me. That was an evening that I can never forget.
FIRST INTERVIEW WITH FOREIGN MINISTER
GENERAL UGAKI
May 31, 1938
General Ugaki,1 the new Minister for Foreign Affairs, received
the diplomatic chiefs of mission individually to-day. Apparently
without knowledge of English, he spoke through an interpreter.
He said that he desired to do his utmost to develop good relations
with the United States, adding that having had no experience in
diplomacy he is unused to the intricacies of that profession and that
therefore he will always speak frankly. I replied that with thirty-
four years of experience in diplomacy I had become steadily more
convinced of the stupidity of indirection and that he could always
count on complete frankness from me in our relations. We had
therefore mutually arrived at the same conception by different
roads.
I said that it would be helpful if I might report to my government
about his attitude towards the protection of American interests in
China. The Minister replied definitely that he would guarantee
the protection of American interests in China and that if questions
should arise in connection therewith he wished me to inform him
of them.
1 An officer of liberal leanings who, when later the Emperor chose him as Prime
Minister and directed him to form a cabinet, failed to do so because the Army
regarded him as too liberal and refused to nominate a Minister of War.

